OVERSEAL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Meeting of the Council held at the Pavilion, Woodville Road,
Overseal on Thursday 3 October 2019.
Present:
Mrs C M Knight - Chairman
Mr A W Cook, Mr R Cox, Mr M A Knight, Mrs R O’Brien, Mr D E Patrick and Mr S C
Sharpe.
In attendance: Cllr A Brady (South Derbyshire District Council),
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs J Cunningham-Gardner, Mrs M
Elton, Mrs S M Ward and Cllr Mrs A Wheelton (South Derbyshire District Council).
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DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None

77

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Several tenants of the Edward Street allotments had been invited to the
meeting to suggest possible improvements to the site. A number of plots were
overgrown and required remedial action. The Council could consider a small
car park, employing a contractor to clear the overgrown plots, provision of a
water supply and a communal building on the site. Also, allowing the splitting
of plots into two smaller ones where requested could help by reducing the
work needed to keep the plots in order. A ‘No parking’ sign might deter
vehicles from blocking the entrance to the site.
The Council agreed to consider these suggestions later in the meeting.
Representatives of People Express, a community arts organisation, enquired
the council’s views on providing a mosaic panel at the entrance to the War
Memorial. There were no objections in principle and the organisation was
asked to provide a draft design and location details.

78

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2019, copies of which had
been previously circulated, were approved as a true record.

79
79.1

COUNTY, DISTRICT AND POLICE MATTERS
District Council. Cllr Brady reported that the Enforcement Officer was
regularly monitoring the travellers’ site near to The Cricketts to ensure
compliance with the Stop Notice and Enforcement Notices. In the context of
the allotments discussions, he suggested that some grant assistance might be
obtainable from the Community Fund available via Cllr Murray.
Police. There was no report from the Police, which Members found
disappointing.
County Council. Cllr Brady had been in touch with the County Council on a
number of matters. The fence at the bottom of Woodville Road was shortly to
be installed and he was pressing for an accurate date.
A Member referred to the proliferation of roadworks in and around the Parish
and enquired whether there was any co-ordination; Cllr Brady would seek an
explanation from the County Council.

79.2
79.3
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80

CLERK’S REPORT

80.1

Progress report. A progress report on various matters previously raised was
considered (copy attached to the official copy of the Minutes).

80.2

Forward Planning. The Council received the report on Forward Planning
issues (copy attached to the official copy of the minutes).

80.3

Edward Street allotments. The suggestion was made at the last meeting that a
small car park should be provided within the site to avoid parking and congestion
problems in the road. The similar provision at the Lullington Road site was largely
the result of the tenants organising the project themselves, so costs were kept to a
minimum.
Parking for up to 4 cars should suffice and this would require an area roughly 10m x
10m, construction being simply excavating to a depth of around 200mm and filling
with stone over a weed-suppressing membrane. The best site would be just inside
the gates at the Edward Street entrance. Overall costs if a contractor were used
would probably be in the region of £2000. If the Council wished to proceed with this,
provision could be made in next year’s budget and the work carried out in relatively
dry weather.
The tenants had been invited to attend the beginning of the meeting and their
suggestions were discussed. It was agreed that:

80.4

80.5
80.6

(a) A local contractor would be asked for advice on the best way of clearing the
overgrown plots;
(b) The plots be marked out to clarify their locations;
(c) A ‘No parking’ sign be installed at the Edward Street entrance;
(d) The cost of a suitable Community Building be obtained;
(e) Provision for construction of a car park be included in the draft budget for
2020/21, the possibility of a grant be checked with Cllr Murray and the need for
planning approval be checked with the District Council.
Removal of telephone kiosks. BT were consulting on the proposed removal of 14
telephone kiosks across South Derbyshire, including those at Main Street, Overseal
and Linton Heath crossroads, Burton Road, Overseal. The Council also had the
opportunity to adopt red kiosks for £1 as was the case at Shortheath. No objection
was raised to the removal of both kiosks, neither of which was the red type.
Snow Warden scheme. The County Council had invited participation in this scheme
and the Council agreed to do so.
LED street lights. Following the last meeting, Cllr Murray was asked to press for a
substantive reply from the County Council as to when the installation of LED lights in
Overseal will be completed. He had received this reply:

Regarding why the 3 month Program was not kept to, we have outstanding
works because of unforeseen issues some of an technical nature, for example
there’s a large number which require tree cutting which are preventing our
contractors to gain access.
I have just been assigned to the LED senior project engineer role and am
currently going through all areas trying to complete all outstanding works, as
for a date of when they’ll be completed the main issue with most tree cutting
problems is they’re not straight forward, for example if they’re privately owned
we sometimes have difficulties trying to get the trees cut.
All I can guarantee is I’m working hard to get the outstanding works
completed.
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Police Community Action Grants. The Police & Crime Commissioner ha
announced a programme of grants aimed at keeping vulnerable people safe,
tackling threats from cyber-crime or drugs & alcohol, supporting people with
mental health issues or learning difficulties, and working with young people as
victims or offenders.
Small grants of up to £2500 would be considered 3 times a year, while larger
grants of up to £25000 would be considered annually. Applications were
restricted to established community groups, which did not include statutory
bodies. Noted.
80.8 J11 development – average speed cameras. It appeared that the District
Council had not requested average speed cameras in the village as a
response to traffic speeds. This would be a function of the Police and the
County Council jointly. The provision of average speed cameras was
supported and the County Council would be asked to provide them.
80.9 Churchyard maintenance. Limited information had been obtained as to the
arrangements for maintaining the churchyard to enable the Council to
consider whether to make an additional contribution. Additional information
was expected from another source and consideration was therefore deferred.
80.10 Village Hall concessionary charges. The Running Club had requested a
concessionary charge for a social event held on 22 September and it was
noted that a further event at either the Village Hall or the Pavilion was to be
held shortly. It was agreed to make a reduced charge of 50% for both events.
The Overseal Gala Players requested a concession for their use of the Village
Hall for the Pantomime as in previous years; this was approved.
80.7

81

COUNCILLORS’ INSPECTION REPORTS
The report was submitted and required no actions. It was pointed out that Mrs
R O’Brien had been undertaking the inspections for over three years and it
was suggested that other Members could be asked to assist. It was agreed
that a rota of all Members be drawn up in alphabetical order starting in
January 2020, and that if a Member was unable to undertake their scheduled
inspection they arrange for another Member to do so on their behalf.

82

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Application for decision:
0841 The erection of a detached double garage and the creation of a new
access at 43 Woodville Road. No objection
Pre-application notification.
Notice had been received by the District Council of an intention to apply for
panning permission to replace the existing mobile communications tower on
land at Burton Road (near to the reservoir) with another which was capable of
dealing with 5G technology. The existing equipment would be removed and
the new equipment would consist of a higher tower and associated cabinets.
No objection.
Comments were made about the new planning website and it transpired that
several Members were unable to inspect the documents relating to local
applications, whereas others could do so. Cllr Brady was asked to mention
this to the Planning Officers
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83

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
Advice from a plumber would be sought relating to the interrupted supply at
large events.

84

WEBSITE
None.

85

ACCOUNTS

85.1

Accounts for payment
Payment of the following accounts was authorised:

Cheque

Supplier

Description

2749
2751
2752
2754

S Ruddle
J M Summerfield
J E White
South Derbyshire District
Council
E Evans
HM Revenue & Customs
Ian Stone Gardening
Services

D/D

SSE

Caretaker
Litter
Salary & expenses
Summer sports
programme
Litter
PAYE
Mowing and fertilising
the pitch, mowing
elsewhere
Electricity to Village Hall

D/D

TalkTalk

D/D

2755
2756
2757

Net
572.35
114.94
1115.13
1540.00

VAT

Total

5.17
308.00

572.35
114.94
1120.28
1848.00

209.78
685.00
958.00

209.78
685.00
958.00

171.82

34.36

206.18

Internet charges

18.00

3.60

21.60

NEST

Pension contributions

37.55

37.55

D/D

South Staffordshire Water

Supply to Village Hall

481.35

481.35

D/D

South Staffordshire Water

Supply to old changing
rooms

29.77

29.77

It was agreed that in future, the Clerk provide a total sum for staff salaries and wages
in order to preserve personal information, and also provide a detailed list for
Members on a confidential basis.
85.2

Receipts
The following amounts had been received since the last meeting:

Name

Description

S Ruddle

Village Hall lettings

82.50

L Hardwidge
V Barker

Pavilion lettings
Use of Village Hall

263.00
307.50

South Derbyshire District Council

Contribution towards toilets refurbishment

South Derbyshire District Council

Toilets refund

Amount

8000.00
440.83

85.3

Audit. The Council’s financial documents were inspected.

86

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

86.1

Apple Day. This event was to take place on 19 October, with proceeds to be
allocated towards the church roof repairs.

86.2

Christmas lights. The Clerk confirmed that arrangements had been made for
the lights and Christmas Trees, and that this would to include the Pavilion on
this occasion.
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86.3

Pavilion kitchen. It was pointed out that a spring clean appeared necessary.
The Chairman reported that the premises had recently been given five stars
after a District Council hygiene inspection. Mrs O’Brien would make enquiries
about a part-time cleaner for the Pavilion.

86.4

Electricity sub-station, Spring Cottage. Western Power Distribution would
be asked to cut back the overgrown hedge at the sub-station near to the
junction with Slackey Lane.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC.
RESOLVED: That the Press and public be excluded from the meeting during
consideration of the following items in pursuance of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as publicity would be prejudicial to the
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business.
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CLERK’S REPORT
The Council considered the report of the Clerk (copy attached to the official
copy of the minutes).
RESOLVED: That the Clerk make an application to the District Council for
S.106 monies for this project as soon as the quotation from Abacus was
available, based on the quotation from Wicksteed Ltd.

The meeting ended at 8.35 pm
Chairman
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